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Why be a Pastor-Theologian?



<Solemn are the 
responsibilities resting 
upon those who are 
called to act as 
leaders in the church 
of God on earth.=

ELLEN WHITE, PRINCIPLES FOR CHRISTIAN LEADERS, 32



Corporate Society 
Leadership

Pastoral Leadership

Purpose Financial goals, 
success, profitability

Spiritual growth, biblical 
mission

Decision-
making

Data analysis, 
rationality, market 
analysis

Biblical teachings and Holy 
Spirit’s guidance 

Accountability Shareholders, 
stakeholders

God, family, denomination, 
congregation, community

Leadership Style Goal-oriented, 
result-driven

Servant leadership, 
empathy

Values and 
Ethics

Transparency, 
fairness, 
accountability

Love, compassion, 
forgiveness



Theology and Pastoral Leadership

1. It provides a foundation for 
pastoral leadership by 
shaping a leader's 
understanding of God's 
character, purposes, and 
principles.



2. It guides pastoral 
leaders in their 
understanding of the 
nature of the church, 
its mission, and the role 
of leaders within it.

Theology and Pastoral Leadership



3. It emphasizes the 
centrality of Jesus 
Christ, His redemptive 
work, and the 
importance of 
proclaiming the Gospel.

Theology and Pastoral Leadership



4. It informs pastoral 
leaders about the biblical 
teachings on discipleship, 
equipping them to 
nurture and develop the 
spiritual growth of their 
congregation.

Theology and Pastoral Leadership



5. It helps leaders discern 
God's will and seek His 
guidance through 
prayer, studying 
Scripture, and relying 
on the Holy Spirit.

Theology and Pastoral Leadership



6. It provides a framework 
for understanding and 
addressing theological 
issues and challenges 
that arise within the 
church and the broader 
society.

Theology and Pastoral Leadership



7. It emphasizes the 
importance of love, 
compassion, and servant 
leadership, shaping a 
pastor's approach to 
caring for and serving 
their congregation.

Theology and Pastoral Leadership



8. It encourages pastoral 
leaders to be rooted in 
Scripture, ensuring that 
their teaching and 
preaching align with 
biblical truths and 
principles.

Theology and Pastoral Leadership



9. It highlights the significance 
of moral and ethical integrity 
in pastoral leadership, 
promoting accountability 
and a commitment to 
righteous living.

Theology and Pastoral Leadership



10. It fosters a holistic view of 
pastoral ministry, integrating 
biblical teaching into 
practical aspects such as 
counseling, conflict 
resolution, and community 
engagement.

Theology and Pastoral Leadership



<Retain the standard of sound words which 
you have heard from me, in the faith and 

love which are in Christ Jesus. Guard, 
through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the 
treasure which has been entrusted to you= 

[2 Tim 1:13-14].

The pastor who is no theologian is no pastor!

Summary
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